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Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2013-12
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: January 8, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: F; RCD
Date of Analysis: January 11, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $105,674 ($49,200 from the Institute of Museum and Library Sciences and an in-kind contribution of $56,474 from the Ritz Theatre and Museum (“Ritz”) to equip the Ritz staff with the knowledge, skills and expertise necessary for and critical to the care and management of the Ritz’s collection, as initiated by B.T. 13-018; providing for oversight by the Department of Parks and Recreation.
Background Information: The Ritz Theatre and Museum has  a growing collection of more than 7,500 objects, documents, photographs and other materials representing the history and culture of African Americans.  The collection is currently in need of an up-to-date inventory and reorganization of the storage environment.  Roof replacement work in 2011 resulted in unanticipated interior leaks and other damage that has negatively impacted the collection.  Recovering from the damage underscored the need for a comprehensive collection inventory and archiving methods for future management of the collection.  For assistance, the Ritz sought funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Science’s African American History and Culture Grants for Museums program.  The grant period, from October 1, 2012 through September 30, 2013 enables the Ritz to hire a collections care consultant to train museum staff to conduct a collection inventory and implement proper storage of the museum’s collection.
Policy Impact: Parks & Recreation Department/Ritz Theatre and Museum
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $105,674.00 in a grant and an in-kind contribution.
Analyst: Jackson
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